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TAX BILL 


When hesitant Republicans 
voiced Ith-hour concerns, 
Texan knew to negotiate 


By TOM BENNING 


Washington Bureau 
tbenning@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — As crunch 
time emerged in the GOP’s push to 
pass a $1.5 trillion tax cut, wavering 
Republican senators inevitably made 
the trip from the Senate floor to an 
office tucked just a few paces away. 


They entered and walked past 
a painting of Alamo legend Wil- 
liam Barret Travis. Past the crack- 
ling flames of one of the Capitol’s 
few working fireplaces. Past a fake 
Christmas tree, at least in the lat- 
ter stages of the proceedings, that’s 
festooned with lights. 

And then they aired their griev- 
ances to Texas Sen. John Cornyn, 
the Senate’s No. 2 Republican. 

“There was always two or three 
things with each of these individu- 
als,” he told The Dallas Morning 


News in that same office that’s 
home to his whip operation. “The 
implied threat that they would 
withhold their vote for the final 
product was enough to require a 
negotiation. 

“And that’s basically how legisla- 
tion gets written.” 

Those delicate deliberations 
stand at the center of Republicans’ 
ability this week to pass a sweep- 
ing tax revamp for the first time in 
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CONGRESS 


Stopgap 
bill averts 


shutdown 


Lighting up the longest night 


a $100 million renovation. 


Nathan Hunsinger/Staff Photographer 
AT&T’s Whitacre Tower, awash in its new lighting scheme, is reflected in an ornament in downtown Dallas 
on Thursday. The company unveiled its headquarters’ new look on the same night as the winter solstice. The 
Commerce Street high-rise added 106,544 exterior LED bulbs and 190 floodlights in AT&T blue and white as part of 


UNITED NATIONS 


U.S. slammed for 
Jerusalem stance 


General Assembly vote 
lopsided despite Trump 
threat of aid cutoff 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


UNITED NATIONS — A 
lopsided majority of United 
Nations members rebuked 


day, denouncing its decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital and ignoring President 
Donald Trump’s threats to re- 
taliate by cutting aid. 

The U.N. General Assem- 
bly voted 128-9, with 35 ab- 
stentions, for a resolution de- 


Spencer Platt/Getty Images 
Nikki Haley, the U.S. ambassador, calls the vote “null and 
void” and says that no action by the U.N. will deter the 


Child health funds 
OK'd; DACA, other 
issues still unresolved 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress gave final approval 
Thursday to legislation to 
keep the government fund- 
ed into January, averting a 
government shutdown this 
weekend but kicking fights 
over issues like immigration, 
surveillance and health care 
into the new year. 

The stopgap spending bill 
extends government funding 
until Jan. 19 while also pro- 
viding a short-term funding 
fix for the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, or CHIP, 
whose financing lapsed at 
the end of September. 

The House approved the 
spending bill 231-188, with 
14 Democrats joining a ma- 
jority of the chamber’s Re- 
publicans. The Senate quick- 
ly followed, voting 66-32 to 
avert a federal shutdown set 
for Friday. 


The Associated Press 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Ca- 
lif., unsuccessfully sought 
to add protections for 
“Dreamers.” 


The extension of govern- 
ment funding saves Repub- 
licans from what would have 
been a colossal embarrassment 
just after they celebrated pas- 
sage of the biggest tax rewrite 
in decades. But the lack of a 
resolution to several pressing 
issues leaves lawmakers fac- 
ing a tough task when they 
return after the holidays, with 
the possibility of a high-stakes 
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MEDICAID 


Feds extend 
safety-net funds 


But coming changes 
expected to shrink 
total, experts say 


By ROBERT T. GARRETT 


Austin Bureau Reporter 
rtgarrett@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — The federal 
government has extended 
for nearly five years a vital 
source of extra Medicaid 
money for safety-net hospi- 
tals such as Dallas’ Parkland 
Memorial Hospital. 

But the crucial flow of 
much-needed cash to coun- 
ty-owned hospitals in Texas’ 
biggest cities as well as to 
nonprofits, such as Baylor 


Dallas, will shrink slightly as 
a result of a tighter definition 
of charity care, experts said 
Thursday. 

And the special Medicaid 
waiver’s other component, a 
“quality improvement pro- 
gram” designed to change 
delivery of health care to 
the indigent, will also be 
reduced and will only last 
four more years. That has 
alarmed some advocates for 
the poor, who remain upset 
Texas never expanded Med- 
icaid to more adults under 
Obamacare. 

While the “Medicaid 
transformation waiver” or 
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Plaintiffs had claimed 
- that his business ties 
. Violate Constitution 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — In ale- 
= gal victory for the Trump ad- 
ministration, a federal judge 
on Thursday dismissed a law- 
suit that accused President 
Donald Trump of violating 
the Constitution by continu- 
ing to own and profit from his 
business empire. 


The complaint, filed this 
year in the Southern District 
of New York, said Trump had 
harmed plaintiffs in the res- 
taurant and hotel business, 
including an organization 
representing more than 200 
restaurants and thousands of 
employees. The lawsuit said 
that the plaintiffs competed 
directly with restaurants that 
Trump owns or in which he 
has a financial interest and 
that they had suffered as a re- 
sult of his failure to fully dis- 
tance himself from his busi- 


nesses. 
The lawsuit claimed that 
Trump’s actions violated 


clauses of the Constitution 
that prohibit a president 
from accepting any govern- 
ment-bestowed benefits, or 
emoluments, either at home 
or abroad. 

Judge George Daniels of 
U.S. District Court in Manhat- 
tan found that the plaintiffs 
had failed to show that they 
had lost revenue because of 
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allegations that he or aides en- 
gaged in sexual harassment. 1B 


Rowlett rebounds with art 
Two years after taking a direct 
hit from the most violent and 
deadly December tornado in 
North Texas history, Rowlett 

is celebrating its resilience 
through artwork. 1B 


NATION 
Snowy owls wow experts 


The southern migration of 
snowy owls gives scientists 
an opportunity to study the 
elusive birds. 5A 


cess now concluding at AT&T 


Stadium — compare with those 


in other states? The Dallas 
Morning News found out. 1C 


BUSINESS 


Offshore rig study halted 


The Trump administration has 
halted a scientific study of 
offshore oil rig inspections by 
the federal agency created 
after the 2010 spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 1D 

Also: The pizza chain Chuck 
E. Cheese’s is testing home 
delivery in North Texas. 1D 
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